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thai plan. In August the Russian foreign minister went abroad on an exploratory tour of European capitals. In Carlsbad he met Count von Berchtold, then Austrian ambassador to St. Petersburg, and accepted his invitation to visit him at the castle of Buchlau in Moravia, where Aehrenthal was also to be a guest. The celebrated interview of the two ministers took place on September 15 and 16, X.S. It produced no written agreement, and the exact nature of some of the promises exchanged by Izvolsky and Aehrenthal became the center of a controversy. Both agreed not to oppose each other's demands—the opening of the Straits and the annexation of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Aehrenthal confirmed his earlier undertaking to withdraw Austrian troops from the sanjak of Novibazar and to abandon the Sarajevo-Mitrovitza railway project, A friendly understanding was reached on several other questions, among them the recognition of the impending independence of Bulgaria. But if the objectives in view were clearly defined, the methods by which they were to be achieved were lacking in precision. It would seem that Izvolsky left Buchlau under the impression that no date had been set for the annexation and that Vienna would postpone action until the attitude of the other Powers on this question, as well as on that of the opening of the Straits, had been ascertained. There is evidence, however, to show that Izvolsky knew more of AehrenthaFs plans and had made more far-reaching commitments at Buchlau than he would later care to admit. The Austrian minister acted expeditiously: the annexation of Bosnia and Herzegovina was announced on October 6, N.S., the day after Ferdinand of Bulgaria proclaimed the independence of that country and assumed the title of king. Izvolsky learned of the annexation from the French papers which published the news prior to the official announcement.
Aehrenthal's impetuous action created a stir in European chancelleries and in the press and provoked a movement of protest in Serbia, Turkey, and Russia. At first there seemed to be a consensus of opinion that the unilateral repudiation by Austria of a clause of the Berlin treaty should not be allowed to go unchallenged. The Serbian government clamored for the "autonomy" of the annexed provinces, demanded territorial compensations for Serbia, and made preparations for war. Turkey went through threatening military motions and attempted to boycott Austrian goods. Russian nationalist opinion was aroused, the loudly expressed feeling of indignation against Austria being shared by the tsar and the government. Izvolsky, whose incan-

